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Abstract

The articles and reviews that had been reported in international journals in 2007 were
reviewed. No reports of new health hazards from methylmercury exposure were obtained.
The revised PTWI (provisional tolerable weekly intake) for methylmercury, discussed in a
meeting of the FAO/WHO Expert Committee held in 2006, was reported in 2007. This revised
PTWI may influence the risk management of methylmercury in different countries. On the
other hand, the ALSPAC study showed that maternal seafood consumption of less than 340 g
per week during pregnancy (the 2004 US advice) did not protect their children from adverse
outcomes. There are several arguments on whether the risk from loss of nutrients is greater
than the risk of harm from exposure to trace contaminations, including methyl mercury, with
a weekly seafood intake of 340g. There are some reports regarding health hazards caused by
methylmercury, including cardiovascular and renal diseases, and its influence on the
X-chromosome and carcinogenesis. The present conditions of fetal Minamata disease patients

and the problems and future prospects are also reported.





