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Minamata

Pollution and the Struggle
for Democracy in Postwar Japan

Minamata

Pollution and the Struggle

“Timothy George has used the appalling human and environmental disaster
we know as ‘Minamata’ to illuminate nothing less than the contentious,
conflicted, fragile nature of postwar Japanese democracy itself. This is grass-
roots history that ultimately involves virtually every sector of society and the
state—an ambitious and truly impressive achievement.”

for Democracy in Postwar Japan

—John W. Dower, Elting E. Morison Professor of History at the
Massachusetts Institute of Technology and author of Embracing Defeat:
Japan in the Wake of World War IL

“Impeccably researched, [the book] is written in clear, often graceful prose.
Dozens of photographs and illustrations enhance its effectiveness...The
Minamata case has long deserved a detailed and persuasive account in English
why so many lives were ruined and how victims challenged a mendacious
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firm and a callous state. It now has one.”

—Monumenta Nipponica

Nearly sixty years after its discovery, “Minamata disease” remains a horrific example of
environmental poisoning. Minamata is not just a story of the human and environmental
costs of rapid industrialization. It is also a story of a company seeking to hide its guilt, of
collusion and confusion at all levels of government and society, including the scientific
community and the media, of pressures against speaking out and taking action, of
stigmatization and ostracism in a company town, of popular movements and of the
social constraints on these movements and their members, and of the persistence and
adaptation of “traditional” uses of language, religion, and concepts of moral economy.
Based on primary documents and interviews, this book describes the responses to this
tragic mercury poisoning, focusing on the efforts of its victims and their supporters to
secure redress. George argues that the redress effort illuminates the great changes that
have redefined democracy in postwar Japan.
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. Introduction: Why Minamata?
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ll. The First Round of Responses, 1956-1959: A
“Solution” without Solution
1956-1959
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lll. Changes Undermine the Settlement, 1960-1967
, 1960-1967
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V. The Decisive Second Round, 1968-1973
1968-1973
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V. Minamata Disease Is Not Over: Events Since 1973
1973
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VI. Conclusion: Minamata, Civil Society, and Postwar
Democracy
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