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Thank you for the opportunity to tour your lab and talk with you about Minamata Discase and
Methyl Mercury in the environment. In touring your laboratory I was impressed by the level of focus
and detail on methyl mercury and its impact on the environment and the people of this area. 1 am
sorry that I did not know Japanese so that 1 could not converse at length with the laboratory staff,

I would like to learn more about how methyl mercury damages the central nervous system in both
adults and children. In particular I would like to know if the damage is genetic, or physiological in
nature to the affected cells, and I would like to know the process and details of this damage. I would
also like to know about how methyl mercury crosses the placental barrier in utero, and how it affects
non-human species as well. Finally, I would like to know about the treatment methods available to
Minamata Disease patients.

Thank you very much for your attention and generosity.

Sincerely,
Michael C. Singho
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